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Xo.  1. 


THE  VALUE  OE  CURRENCY. 

How  dark  aiul  ilisinal  is  tlie  niyht 

Wliich  closely  hokls  within  its  shroml 
The  valiant  deeds  of  gallant  Braves, 

Before  whom  trembling  millions  bowed. 
'I'he  exploits  of  onr  ancient  sires. 

Their  thrilling  history  and  times 
•\re  told  not  by  the  Scribes  of  yore 
Nor  early  Poets  in  their  rhymes. 

If  manuscripts  tlo  not  reveal 
'I'he  hidden  secrets  of  the  past, 

Then  Currency  provide.s  relief 

And  on  the  gloom  its  tlashiugs  cast. 

With  telescopic  eye,  it  views 
'I'he  mystic  deeds  of  bygone  days; 

It  bids  us  penetrate  the  gloom. 

And  on  the  past  to  fix  our  gaze. 

It  points  to  Monarchs,  great  and  good. 

Who  wi.-ely  ruled  their  Fatherland  ; 
While  others,  with  despotic  pride. 

Reigned  with  an  iron  hand. 

It  tells  of  Empires’  rapid  growth  ; 

It  shows  us  kingdoms’  rise  and  fall ; 
Reveals  the  famines,  storms  and  plagues 
\Vhieh  did  the  sturdy  hearts  appal. 

And  thus  from  lifeless  bits  of  ore 
We  may  historic  truths  unfold  ; 

And  reap  the  impressed  knowledge  there. 
Which  ancient  writers  have  not  told. 

'I'he  figures,  busts,  the  letters,  names. 
Which  each  primeval  coin  displays. 

But  bring  the  ancient  Heroes  near. 

And  tell  us  of  the  bygone  days. 

— Lony  Elaml  Collector. 


{For  the  American  JVumismaii.<st.) 

NECESSITY  PIECES. 


ItY 

'fhere  is  perhaps  no  .series  of  coins  which  covers 
so  large  a field  or  which  embraces  .so  great  a num- 
ber of  designs,  countries,  arms,  and  inscriptions 
as  that  of  Necessity  Pieces;  and  there  are  few 
countries,  which,  at  .some  time  in  their  history, 
have  not  issued  ('oius  which  might  be  classed  un- 
der tins  head. 

By  a X’ecessity  Piei^e  is  meant  a coin  issued  by 
some  corporation,  town  or  country  to  supiily  some 
particular  want  or  deticiency  for  which  the  ordi- 


nary coinage  is  insiilficient , such  as  during  seigcs, 
changes  of  government,  etc.  'fhis  series  of  coins 
may  be  said  to  have  b(*gim  in  realily  about  the 
year  1,')00,  though  of  course  tluna'  li.ad  liccii  many 
issiK'd  befori'  that  time. 


The.  illustration  given  above  represents  a half- 
crown  jiiecc  issued  by  the  city  of  Newark,  Nottiug- 
! hamsliire.  iii  lf)4(! ; to  supply  tlie  wants  of  the 
King’s  ((’harles  I.)  troops. 

One  of  the  mo.st  notable  of  jXecessity  Pieces, 
and  one  which  is  of  great  value  to  the  scholar  and 
numismatist,  is  the  huge  silver  pound  of  C^iarlt's 
the  First  of  England,  which,  being  coined  during 
the  darkest  days  of  the  Revolution,  is  generally 
sup])osed  to  have  been  made  from  the  silverwari* 
and  plate  of  the  King's  loyal  subjects. 

'fheu  come  the  tokens  of  to  1700;  i.s.siied  to 
take  the  jilace  of  change.  And  the  many  varic*- 
ties  of  the  New  England  coinage,  may  al.'^o  be  in- 
cluded in  this  series. 

But  it  is  during  the  Napoleonic  wars  that  we 
find  the  greater  numlx'r  of  tlu'se  jiiei'cs,  esiiecially 
of  .South  America,  which  extend  over  a period 
from  1700  to  1820,  and  were  issiu'd  by  the  various 
local  governors  for  change,  etc. 

'fheu  the  t'ity  of  Barcelona  in  Sjiain  has  issued 
a coin  of  great  historical  intere.st.  'fliis  city  re- 
mained loyal  to  Fer<linand  VI I. ^ who  was  a 
prisoner  in  France,  and  continued  to  issue  (aiins 
in  his  name  and  under  his  .authority.  AVIieu  Fer- 
diuaml  was  finally  re.stored  to  the  throne,  these 
coins  wi“re  counter-stampial  “ Resallado”  to  make 
them  legal  tender,  'fhe  two-franc  piece  of  Na- 
jioleon,  issued  during  the  “one  hundred  days' 
reign,’'  is  a fair  specimen  of  the  lati'r  French 
necessity  coins;  and  finally  (he  broad  sei'ies  of 
American  Colonials, Co2)])erheads  and  U ar  'fokeus 
furnish  a field  in  which  the  collector  need  mn-er 
lack  interc'st  or  rarifies. 
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{From  Maraula(/s  Hidon/  of  Fugland.) 

A PAGE  FROM  HISTORY. 

'nil  the  reign  of  (Uiarle.s  the  Seeoiul  our  eoin 
had  been  strnek  by  a pi'oeess  as  old  as  the  tlnr- 
b'enth  centniy.  Edward  the  First  hail  invited 
hither  skilfnl  artists  from  Florence,  whiidi,  in  his 
time,  was  to  London  what  London,  in  th((  time  of 
William  the  'Flurd,  was  to  INloseow. 

During  many  generations,  the  instrnments 
which  were  then  introduced  into  oni’  mint  eon- 
tinned  to  be  employed  with  little  alteration.  'Fhe 
ini'tal  was  divided  with  shears  and  afterwards 
shajied  and  stamped  by  the  hammer.  In  these 
operations  much  was  left  to  the  eye  and  hand  of 
t he  workman.  It  nei.-essarily  happened  that  some 
])i('ces  (iontained  a little  more  and  some  a little 
i(!ss  than  the  just  (|nantity  of  silver;  few  pieces 
were  exactly  round;  and  the  rims  were  not 
marked.  It  was  therefore  in  tlie  coni’.se  of  years 
di.seoviMvd  that  to  clip  thi“  coin  was  one  of  the 
easiest  and  most  profitable  kinds  of  fraud. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  liad  been  thought 
necessary  to  enact  that  the  clipper  shonld  lie,  as 
t he  coiner  had  long  been,  liable  to  the  [lenalties 
of  high  treason.  'Fhe  jiractice  of  paring  down 
money,  however,  was  fai'  too  lucrative  to  be  so 
checked;  and  about  the  time  of  the  llestoi-ation, 
))(*ople  began  to  observe  that  a large  prupoition  of 
the  crowns,  half-crowns  and  shillings  which  were 
jiassing  from  hand  to  hand  had  nnd(*rgone  some 
sliglit  mntilation. 

'That  was  a time  frintfnl  of  (>xperime.nts  and  in- 
ventions in  all  the  departments  of  s(;ience.  A 
gre.at  improvement  in  the  mode  of  shajiing  and 
si riking  till' coin  was  sngge.sted.  A nnll,  which, 
to  a great  extent  superseded  tin;  human  hand,  was 
set  np  in  the  'I'ower  of  riOndon.  'I’his  mill  was 
worked  by  horses,  and  would  doiditless  l)c  con- 
sideri'd  by  modern  engineei’s  as  a rude  and  teelile 
machine.  Fhe  pieia's  which  it  prodnciMl,  how- 
ev(‘i‘,  were  among  the  Ixvst  in  Europe.  It  was  not 
e.asy  to  connti'rfeit  them  ; and,  as  tlufir  shape  was 
exactly  circular,  and  thidr  edges  were  inscrilied 
with  a legend,  clipping  was  not  lo  lie  appi-ehended 

'I'he  hainmei'i'd  coins  and  the  milled  coins  wijre 
eni’reiit  together.  'Fhiw  were  received  without 
distinction  in  pnlilie,  .and  eons(Mpie;itly  in  pi’iiatc, 

payments. 

'Fhe  linanciers  of  I lial  age  seemed  to  have  ex- 
pected that  the  new  money,  which  was  excelhail, 
would  soon  displace  tin-  old  momw.  whicli  was 
much  impaired.  Vet  any  man  of  plain  nndei‘- 
sl anding  might  have  known  that,  when  the  .’sl.ate 
treats  |terfeel  coin  and  light  coin  .as  of  e(|iial  \ ahn‘. 


the  fierfect  coin  will  not  drive  the  light  coin  out  of 
circulation,  but  will  itself  be  driven  out. 

A clipped  crown,  on  FAiglish  ground,  went  as 
far  in  the  payment  of  a tax  or  a debt  as  a milled 
crown.  Ibit  the  milled  crown,  as  soon  as  it  had 
been  llnng  into  the  erneible  or  eari-ied  across  tin; 
Channel,  lieeame  much  more  valn.able  than  the 
clipped  crown.  It  might  therefore  have  been 
predicted,  as  confidently  as  anything  lain  be  pre- 
dicted wldidi  depends  on  the  human  will,  that  tiu* 
interior  pieces  would  remain  in  the  only  market 
in  which  they  could  fetch  the  same  jirice  as  tlic 
superior  ])ieces,  and  that  the  superior  pieces  would 
take  some  form  or  fiy  to  some  place  in  which  some 
advantage  could  be  derived  from  their  snperi- 
oi-ity.* 

'Fhe  })oliticians  of  that  age,  howevei’,  generally 
overlooked  these  very  obvious  considei  ations. 
'Fhey  marvelled  exceed. ngh’  that  everybody 
shonld  be  so  [lei’verse  as  to  use  light  money  in 
pref(,‘rence  to  good  money.  In  other  words,  thiw 
marvelled  that  nobody  chose  to  [>ay  twelve  ounces 
of  silver  when  ten  would  serve  the  turn.  'Fhe 
horse  in  the  'Fower  stdl  paced  his  rounds. 

I'resh  wagon  loads  of  choice  money  still  came 
forth  from  the  mill:  and  .still  they  vanished  as  fast 
as  they  appeared.  Creat  masses  were  melted 
down;  gi’eat  masses  i*x])orted ; great  mas.ses 
hoarded  : but  scarcely  one  new  piece  was  to  bi; 
found  in  the  till  of  a shop,  or  in  the  leathern 
bag  which  the  farmer  carried  home  after  the  cattle 
fair.  In  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Ex- 
cheipier  the  milled  money  did  not  exceed  ten 
shillings  in  a hundred  pounds.  A winter  of  that 
age  mentions  the  ease  of  a nnu’chant  who,  in  the 
Slim  of  thirty-live  pounds,  reecivi'd  only  a h.alf 
crown  in  milii'd  silver. 

^Meanwhile  the  shears  of  the  elijipers  wimv.  con- 
stantly at  work.  'Fhe  coiniM’s  too  multiplied  and 
pros])enHl  : for  the  worse  thi'  current  money  l»e- 
canu‘  the  more  easily'  it  was  imitati'd.  During 
m.-iny  years  this  evil  went  on  increasing.  At  first 
it  was  disregarded:  but  it  at  hmgth  bee.-ime  an  in- 
snpportal)le  curse  to  the  conntiw.  It  was  to  no 
pur[)ose  that  the  rigorous  laws  against  coining 
and  clipping  were  rigorously  (‘xeented. 

At  eviuy  session  that  was  hidd  at  the  Old  Ibuley 
terrible  (‘xamples  weri'  maih'.  Hurdles,  with 
four,  five,  six  wretchivs  eoin  icted  of  counterfeit- 
ing or  mnlihuing  lh(‘  inomw  of  the  ri'.alm,  wei-e 

♦'I'lii'  first  writer  who  noticed  the  liiet  tlint.  where  p>od 
iiioiiey  luid  l)iui  money  lire  tlirown  into  eirenhition  toirellier. 
tlie  1)11(1  moiK'y  drives  out  tin*  ifood,  wiis  .Vristoiilianes,  wlio 
sei'ins  to  lniv('  tlionulit  tliiit  tlie  iireferenee  wliieli  his  fellow 
citizens  lUi  ve  to  liulil  coins  wiis  to  lie  iitirilmteil  to  ii  de]>riive(l 
til.sle. 


THi<:  ami-:rican'  numismatist. 


iiioiiili  al'lcr  moiitli  up  Hollumi  Hill.  Oin- 
inoi‘iiiiij>;  .st‘vt‘u  jik'ii  wt'rt*  h!iii>>;t*(l  and  a woman 
linnu-d  tor  olippiii^. 

Hilt  all  was  vain.  'I’lio  ^ains  wore  sm-li  as  to 
lawit'.ss  spirits  socmod  moro  than  proportion  al  to 
the  risks.  .Soinr  clippers  wen*  .said  to  have  made 
j^reat  t'ortnnes.  One  in  particular  otU'red  six 
thonsand  pounds  for  a pardon.  Ilis  bribe  wa.s  in- 
deed rejiH-ted  : but  the  fame  of  his  riches  did 
imieh  to  eonnteraet  the  effect  which  the  spi'ctaide 
of  his  death  was  designed  to  produce.  Xav,  tin* 
severity  of  the  pnnisiiment  gave  eiieonragement 
totheei'ime.  For  the  ])raetiee  of  (dipping,  p(*r- 
ni(dons  as  it  was.  did  not  (*xeitt‘  in  the  common 
mind  a detestation  re.s(‘inbling  that  with  whi(di 
men  regard  mni-di>r.  arson,  robbery,  even  tiud't. 
'The  injury  done  by  the  whole  body  of  (dippers  to 
the  whole  society  was  indeed  immense:  but  eatdi 
particular  aid  of  clipping  was  a triflt>.  'To  pass  a 
half  crown,  after  p:iring  a pennyworth  of  silver 
from  it,  s(>emed  a minute,  an  almost  imiiereeptible 
fault. 

Even  while  the  nation  was  (*rying  out  most 
loudly  nnder  the  distress  which  the  state  of  the 
em  reney  had  pi’odneed,  every  individual  who  was 
capitally  punished  for  contributing  to  bring  the 
enrreney  into  that  state  had  the  general  .sympathy 
on  his  side.  ( 'onstaliles  were  unwilling  to  arrest 
the  offenders,  dnstiees  were  nnwilliiiir  to  commit. 
Witne.ssi's  wmv  unwilling  to  tell  the  whole  truth. 
Juries  W(*re  unwilling  to  pronounce  the  word 
(inilty. 

'I'lu'  eonvi(dions,  therefore,  numerous  as  they 
might  seem,  were  few  indeed  wlum  eompai’cd 
w ith  the  oflenses ; and  the  offenders  w ho  were 
eonvi(ded  looked  on  them.selvcxs  :is  miirden^d  men, 
and  w'ere  linn  in  the  belief  that  theii'sin,  if  sin  it 
were,  was  as  venial  as  that  of  a school  boy  w ho 
goes  nutting  in  the  wood  of  a neighbor.  All  the 
(dixpienee  of  the  ordinary  could  seldom  induce 
them  to  conform  to  the  wholesome  usage  of  ac- 
knowledging in  their  dying  speeehe.s  the  enonnity 
of  their  wickedness.  * * * 'I'he  evils  produced 

by  this  state  of  the  currency  were  not  such  as 
have  generally  been  thought  worth}'  to  occupy  a 
prominent  place  in  history.  Vet  it  may  well  be 
doubt(*d  whether  all  the  mi.sery  which  has  been 
iiiHicted  on  the  English  nation  in  a quarter  of  a 
century  by  bad  Kings,  bad  Ministers,  bad  Parlia- 
ments, and  bad  Judges,  was  eiiiial  to  the  misery 
caused  ill  a single  year  by  bad  crowns  and  bad 
shillings. 

'I’ln*  mn.seum  of  ( 'harle.stown,  Ma.ss.,  contains  a 
liii(‘  colh>ction  of  slanqis  and  coins. 
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There  are  several  of  tin*  si'ries  of  1 'idled  .Siatex 
copper  cimts  that  imi}'  be  termed  nm  r and  mori* 
valuable,  lietitiousl}',  than  those  ihited  ITlMt  and 
l>i<i4,  and  among  thesi*  we  sp<‘cif\  the  .American 
cent  ol  the  17!)  1 starred  cent  and  the  “.bd- 

tersoii  Head"  cent  of  17!).'):  but  there  an*  none  of 
an}'  date  th.at  poss(*ss  th(‘  interest  of  these  two 
coins.  The  I'nited  Stat(‘s  .Mint  authorities  ipiote 
the  following  (|uantity  of  each  of  these  rare  cents 
as  coined  in  the  vears  named,  viz: 

17!)!).  whole  number  coined,  .'^!),04.').<s,') 
bS04,  ••  “ •'  7..')bs.;t,s 

.N'ow  we  lind  a sad  discrepancy  between  the  //(/- 
/(/r.s  and  the  /hc/.N-.  The  ra/nf  and  rari/i/  of  thesi* 
much  sought  after  and  fondly  cherisluMl  copper 
coins  could  not  be  as  great  as  at  pie.scnt  if  the 
I’nited  .States  coinage  for  17!)!t  really  embraced 
nearly  a million,  as  the  value  above  would  indi- 
cate, copper  cents:  nor  would  the  HS04  cent  be 
tre.asured  and  viilued  as  it  is  by  thou.sands  of  nu- 
mismatists, if  th(*re  were  over  siwam  hundred 
thousand  of  these  desirable  coppers  coined. 

.\s  we  haV(“  said,  in  jirevious  numbers  of  these 
articdivs,  there  is  no  correct  account  of  the  coinag(‘s 
of  the.  years  179!)  and  1H04,  either  in  the  I'nited 
.Stafivs  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  the  'I’reasurv  Depart- 
ment, at  Washington,  or  elsewher(\  The  fact  is 
that  the  total  value  of  cents,  as  given  by  the  I'nited 
States  Mint  reports  for  the  yc'ars  naimal  niibrace 
four  years,  that  i.s — 

1st  the  liseal  year.  July  E 179S.  to  dune  do,  179!) 

2(1 ISDd,  “ IS04 

Thus  we  see  that  four  years  are  imdudiHl  in  the 
statement  of  coinages  of  the  United  .States  .Mint, 
and  the  rrn/  coniwoii  17!)S  and  ISOd  cents  are  in- 
(duded  in  the  is.sues  for  1799  and  1S04. 

If  we  were  asked  to  gue.ss,  after  an  (^xjierienee 
as  a coin  dealer  of  iqiward  of  twimty-live  years, 
what  number  of  these  tw'o  rare  .\mi*riean  coins 
were  issiu'd.  w(*  should  say  about  2,.a()0  of  1799 
and  IMOt)  of  the  date  1S04. 

\\’e  confidently  bidieve  that  the  lSt)4  cent  is 
ihe  rarest  of  the  two  dativs,  although  the  cent  of 
17!)9  will  ahvays  fetch  the  highest  lietitioiis  price, 
either  by  auction  or  at  private  sale.  Our  own  ex- 
perience is  that  there  an>  more  coiiper  cents  dated 
1799  than  1804.  Ujion  one  occasion  (18li7)  the 
late  Prof.  M.  M'.  Dickerson  of  Philadelphia  offered 
us  Mirenhi  I'nited  .States  (*opper  cents  dated  1799: 
all  ))oor,  as  is  Ihe  case  of  most  of  this  dale,  but 
all  genuine,  and  we  made  a bid  of  one  dollar  each 
(worth  now  in  same  condition  )?.o  each).  During 
.all  the  years  of  our  numismatic  career,  and  while 
manipulating  public  coin  sales  by  auction  in  X'(wv 
York  and  Philadelidiia,  we  have  found  thive  1799 
('(Mits  to  two  of  1804. — Am.  K.rrhan(ie  and  Marl. 
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THE  A ME  RICA  N NUMISMA  TIS  T 
FOR  1887. 

During  the  coming  year  neither  time 
nor  expense  will  be  spared  by  the  publisher 
in  still  further  improving  and  enlarging 
this  already  popular  collector’s  magazine. 
It  will  be  more  fully  illustrated,  and  at  all 
times  will  be  replete  with  news  items  and 
articles  of  the  greatest  interest  to  coin  and 
bill  collectors  in  general  ; besides  this,  a 
number  of  the  foremost  numismatic  writers 
of  the  day  have  signified  their  intention  to 
contribute  regularly  to  its  columns  papers 
on  their  specialties,  etc. 

'rhus  far,  if  we  can  judge  by  the  hun- 
dreds of  flattering  letters  and  testimonials 
received,  it  is  proving  a splendid  success, 
and  even  now  can  boast  of  more  “solid” 
subscribers  and  advertisers  than  many  mag- 
azines which  have  been  established  fivi'and 
even  ten  times  as  long 


As  an  advertiser  of  coins,  curios,  etc., 
it  will  be  unexcelled,  as  it  circulates  all 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
in  very  many  countries  of  South  and  Cen- 
tral America,  and  Europe.  We  intend  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  interests  of 
our  advertisers,  in  the  future,  though,  as 
heretofore,  our  main  efforts  will  be  in  be- 
half of  our  subscribers.  They  are  our 
principal  support,  and  it  is  but  just  that 
they  should  receive  the  greater  consid- 
eration. 

With  this  number  we  send  most  of  our 
subscribers  one  or  more  sample  copies,  and 
would  be  very  much  pleased  if  they  would 
kindly  show  them  to  their  friends  and 
brother  collectors,  in  the  hope  of  persuad- 
ing  them  to  subscribe.  A number  of  sub- 
scribers have  been  kind  enough  to  aid  us 
in  this  manner,  and  we  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  thank  them  for  it.  The  Ameri- 
can Numismatist  is  now  an  established 
magazine,  on  a paying  basis,  and,  barring 
accidents,  will  continue  at  least  one  year 
under  the  present  management ; to  pro- 
vide against  accidents  however,  and  to  in- 
sure as  far  as  possible  the  inter  jsts  of  our 
patrons,  we  have  made  arrangements  with 
responsible  parties  who  we  know  will  con- 
duct it  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  all 
should  anything  serious  haj)pen  to  the 
present  owners. 

Our  readers  in  writing  to  us  invariably 
conclude  with,  “ Only  continue  to  keep 
The  American  Numismatist  up  to  its 
present  standard,  and  everybody  will  be 
satisfied.”  It  is  our  intention  not  only  to 
do  this,  but  to  improve  it  with  each  and 
every  issue  ; we  think  we  may  truthfully 
say  that  thus  far  each  number  has  been  a 
noticeable  improvement  on  the  foregoing 
one,  and  we  propose  to  continue  in  the 
same  strain.  In  conclusion,  we  trust  that 
all  coin  collectors  who  have  not  yet  sub- 
scribed will  do  so  at  an  early  date,  as  it  is 
well  worth  to  them  double  the  small  sum 
asked  for  it.  Those  who  desire  complete 
files  can  have  their  subscrijMion  commence 
with  the  first  number. 
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[7ew)  4^  Publications. *1* 

N'otiof.  to  I’rin.isiiKKs.  W<i  dcsiro  to  cx- 
oh:ui<j;o  '.vith  oven  paper  in  tlu‘  world  pul)lislu‘d 
in  tin*  interests  of  c-oin,  stamp,  or  enriosity  eollee- 
tors.  IMease  send  two  i-opies. 

•\  “ l)t\sciij)tive  ('atalojrne  of  ,1.  A.  Uolen's 
Medals,  Oards  and  Fae-Similes”  lias  been  re- 
ceived from  the  author  and  publisher,  Mr.  Edwin 
E.  .Johnson,  of  Springtield,  Mass.  It  is  very  eom- 
jilete,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  eol- 
leetor  of  cards  and  medals;  price,  2b  cents. 

.\lso  from  the  same  jiarty  : “ I'he  Coin  Hand- 

book,” cfintainin^  the  description,  valnation,  etc., 
of  twelve  Imndred  Cnited  States  and  Canadian 
(‘(tins  and  tokens ; price,  2b  cents.  As  good  a work 
as  can  be  obtained  any  where  for  such  asmallsum. 

T/ie  Coin  Co/lrrtoCs  Journal,  published  by  the 
.Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.,  of  New  York,  is  the 
most  recent  addition  to  our  exchange  list.  It 
consists  of  twelve  jiages  and  cover  and  contains 
numerous  illustrations.  'I'he  subscription  jtrice  is 
one  dollar. 

.Mr.  fJ.  M.  Hubbard,  of  Lake  Village,  X.  II., 
has  our  thanks  for  a (‘opy  of  tin*  “ Stamj)  Dealers 
of  the  M'orld.” 

.ludging  from  appearances  we  have  no  more 
))i‘os])erous  ex(‘hange  than  Flain  'J'alk  oi  Bmoklyn, 
N.  V.  It  has  made  great  jirogress  during  the 
jiast  year. 

We  h ave  also  received  the  FhUatdic  Magazine, 
Empire  State  Eh  it  ate!  id.  Curiosity  World,  Mohawk 
Standard,  Old  Curiosity  Shop,  Youth's  fjedger. 
Peerless  Iteriew,  Philatelie  Gazette,  Cumberland, 
('olleetor.  Philatelic  Herald,  Chemnng  Pi eview.  Mys- 
tic World,  Chariton  Gazette,  Tag  World,  Museum 
Bulletin,  Agemts'  Wo7'ld,  Monthly  Advertiser,  Phi- 
hdelic  Tribune,  ami  Philatelie  Journal  of  America. 

CURIOS. 

.Mr.  Henry  F.  Wendell  has  at  his  auction  store 
(>n  Congr(*ss  street  (juite  a collection  of  relics  and 
curiosities,  among  which  is  (or  are)  a pair  of  the 
real  buckskin  knee-breeches,  which  were  worn  at 
the  liall  given  in  this  city  on  the  evening  of  Xov- 
.■)(!,  17H!1,  on  the  occasion  of  President  M'a.shing- 
ton's  visit,  and  which  was  graced  with  M'a.shing- 
ton’s  )>re.sen(;e.  'I'he  material  is  very  mmth 
thicker  than  any  so-called  buck.skin  seen  at  the 
pre.sent  day,  but  is  as  soft  and  pliable  as  chamois 
leather.  'I'he  011I3’  ornaments  on  tlie  garment  are 
st(*el  buttons,  of  which,  besides  those  absolutely 
re([uired,  there  are  rows  on  each  of  the  legs,  just 
above  the  kma*.  From  tludr  a])i)earanc(‘,  the 


bi‘(‘cch(>s  ii((ver  saw  much  wear. 

.Vnother  object  of  inten'st  is  tin*  staff  which  was 
owned  by  .Sheriff 'I'liomas  Packer,  who  was  high 
slu'i'iff  of  the  ))rovinc(>  of  New  Hani])shii‘(*  fi'om  a 
period  as  (‘arly  as  IT.’ilf  np  fo  thetimeof  his  death, 
in  1 77 1 , and  who  so  luati'tlessly  hurried  th(>  exe- 
cution of  Until  Blay  in  order  that  his  dinner  might 
not  get  cold,  as  relatcnl  in  the  “ Kamlilcs  About 
Portsmouth.”  'i'his  staff  is  a bamboo  stick  live 
feet  long,  about  an  inch  and  a half  in  diaim'Ua’  at 
th(‘  larger  end  and  thr(‘e-<iuarters  of  an  inch  at  the 
other ; tlie  head  is  a knob,  the  handle  of  which 
goes  into  the  u])per  .section  of  tin*  hollow  cane, 
and  when  drawn  out  would  .serve  to  raj)  an  as- 
.semblage  to  oi’der  or  to  raj)  an  offender  ov(“r  tin* 
head.  'I'he  staff  afterward  belonged  to  Sheriff 
-John  Parker,  and  was  borm^  by  him  when  in  17Sf), 
as  the  first  I'nited  .States  marshal  for  the  di.strict 
of  New  Hamjishire,  he  attended  President  M'ash- 
ington  to  divine  .service  at  (Queen’s  chapel  in  this 
city  one  Sunday  forenoon,  and  to  the  North  chnrch 
in  the  afternoon.  Later  it  was  in  possession  of 
.Judge  Richardson’s  famil}',  and  was  used  to  stii- 
the  tire,  now  showing  the  eff(^ct  of  that  usage;  by 
a member  of  this  family  it  was  given  to  Rev. 
iVndrew  P.  Peabody,  1).  1).,  and  by  him  was  given 
to  Mr.  Wendell. 

Mr.  \Vendell  also  has  aj)airof  horns  taken  from 
a deer  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  l)c(n‘fi(dd,  and 
presented  to  (lov.  M'entworth,  who  gave  the  name 
to  the  place.  'I'hese  horns  were  hung  uj)  for  years 
in  the  hall  of  the  Sheafe  place  at  Little  Harbor, 
and  were  given  to  Mr.  Wendell  by  a late  propri(“- 
tor  of  the  estate.  .\n  antelope's  horn  three  feet 
I long,  which  was  brought  home  in  the  ship  Poca- 
I hontas,  the  first  vessel  that  ever  went  whaling  out 
I of  this  port,  is  another  article  in  Mr.  M'emlell’s 
j (jollection,  of  which  this  is  by  no  means  a com- 
)det(‘  list.— AYw  Hampshire  Gazette,  Portsmouth. 


AUCTION  SALES. 

The  Bohan  collection  of  anti(juities  and  curiosi- 
ties was  .sold  at  auction  in  New  York  during  the 
third  week  of  last  month.  'I'he  attendanc((  was 
small  and  tin;  jtrices  obtained  w(‘re  as  a rule  very 
low.  .Some  curiosities  from  the  South  Sea  Is- 
lands, however,  brought  anything  but  low  prices  ; 
iv  single  jade  axe  bringing  $175.  A human  skull, 
carved  l)y  ancient  Afexicans  from  a solid  block  of 
ro(;k  crystal,  was  finally  sold,  after  much  s[)irited 
bidding,  for  $!)50.  'Fhe  sale  was  the  large.st  ever 
held  in  this  ( onntry  and  realized,  in  all,  but  .$10,- 
500,  or  about  one-third  of  its  real  value. 

The  Berlin  collection  of  ancient  and  modern 
coins  and  medals  was  .-.old  at  the  auction  rooms  of 
Bangs  & Co.,  New  York,  on  the  fourteenth  of  this 
month  (.January) . There  were  four  hundred  and 
ninety -five  lots,  the  greater  ]>ortion  of  which  con- 
sisted of  foreign  coins. 
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Gorrespondenee  # Qepartment.  j 

I 

I 

.Mr.  1).  Proskcn-,  of  this  (fity,  has  consented  to 
T(!ply  to  all  ([Uestions  relating’  to  Xninisinatics  and  ; 
I’hilately,  asked  througli  this  colninn.  .\11  letters 
or  (jneries  to  be  addressed  to  the  pnblislnn’.  ('.  E.  j 
Ijcal,  14t).  Ellison  St.,  I’aterson,  N.d. 


narrow  gilt  inonlding,  or  if  this  is  unobtainable 
by  gilt  braid.  'I'lds  does  vei’y  well,  in  fact  ex- 
(*el!ently  for  a small  collection,  and  next  month 
1 will  tell  yon  how  to  provide  for  a larger  oin'. 

A PETRIFIE^HONEYCOMB. 


-1.  //.  Tattle. — No.  J.  Hrazil,  :520  reis,  worth 
7b  cents.  No.  '1.  -lapanese,  20  sen,  Ob  lamts. 
No.  d.  .Mexican  ([uarter-dolhir,  old  silver. 

ir.  11.  I’ai/lor. — Your  coins  are  daekson  c(;nts, 
worth  from  liv(‘  to  the  cents  <aich,  according  to 
condition. 


(For  the  Americ.an  yaminmuti.Ht.) 

HO  IV  TO  KEEP  YOUR  COINS. 


BY  El. I. IS  fAItKEU. 


IN  TWO  P.MtTS.  — I’.AKT  I. 

When  I fir.st  gathered  a f(^w  old  coins  to«:ether. 
live  oi’  six. perhaps,  I carcd'nlly  polished  them  on  a 
l)it  of  carpid  and  wrapiied  them  up  separately  in 
chamois  skin.  In  this  mannei’  they  were  always 
k‘“pt  bright  and  nn.sci’atched,  but  1 soon  found 
that  it  was  a great  deal  of  troulile  to  unroll  them 
(‘Very  time  1 desired  to  show  tlu*m  to  my  fi’iends, 
especially  as  they  became  more  and  more  nu- 
merous. 

U'hile  casting  around  for  a new  way  to  keep 
th(‘m,  1 saw  a colleetiini  of  medals  hung  upon 
hooks,  and  straightway  [)roce(‘ded  to  bor((  a hole 
in  each  of  my  ))ieces  and  to  hang  them  on  hooks. 
'This  arrangenu'iit  proved  very  satisfactory  until  I 
leanu'd  that  my  collection  was  worth  but  one-half 
of  its  oricfinal  value,  and  all  on  account  of  thos(> 
-^mall  holes  in  tlu'in. 

.S(!(ungthat  .sonn*  better  way  must  be  di.scovered,  1 
|)roeeeded  to  get  a board  one  and  a half  feet  wide 
bv  two  long,  and  to  mark  it  off  into  a larm*  num- 
b(‘i’  of  small  s(piares.  In  tin*  center  of  each  of 
I hese  s(|uares,  1 bored  a hob'  about  the  .si/.e  of  a 
coin;  but  not  (juite  so  large*,  so  that  it  look  (*on- 
sid(*rabl(*  pr(*ssing  to  get  tine  coin  int(»  the  hoh*. 

1 then  obtaim*d  a pie(*e.  of  velv(*t,  worth  probably 
forty  or  fifty  cents,  and  s(!cnrely  gliu;d  it  on  the 
Intard.  .\ft(*r  allowing  this  Itoard  to  stand  until 
tin*  glu((  shonld  beconn*  snnici(*ntly  hard(*in*d  I 
cut  awav  tin*  cloth  ov(*r  tin*  hoh*s  S(»  that  a nniririn 
still  remained.  Thus  when  tine  coin  was  pr(*.ss(*d 
in.  v(*lvet  cov(*r(*d  tln*(*d<':(e  of  tin*  hohe  and  irav(! 
it  a linisln*d  appeearance*.  I’hunng  this  board  in  a 
walnut  fi  aim*,  covei’ed  by  a sliding  glass,  I had  it 
all  (eomphebe  at  an  outlay  of  h*ss  than  a.  dollar. 

If  you  wish  to  hav(*  it  a little  more  “fancy,” 
you  can  divide  the  coins  from  (*ach  otln*r  liy  v(*ry 


.\bout  ten  y(*ars  ago,  .M.  (Jray  of  Hoston.  was 
travelling  al)ont  the  countiy,  .seeking  to  r(*cover 
I his  health,  which  was  feeble  at  that  time.  He  was 

I 

j at  one  time  <it  Oeonto,  Wis.,  and  then*  In*  nnean- 
I dered  about  considerably  through  the  fields. 

^ One  da}’,  in  clindiing  over  a stone  wall,  a stone 
upon  which  In*  had  rest(*d  Ids  hand  fell  to  tin* 
ground.  Its  pi^culiar  appearance  attracted  his  at- 
tention, but,  although  he  examined  it  closel\ , In* 
could  not  make  out  what  it  was.  In  shapi*  it  was 
oval,  about  the  siz(i  of  aii  ordinary  stove*  cov(*r. 
and  four  inches  tliick. 

'I'his  stone  he  took  with  him,  and  u))on  n*aching 
Washington  in  the  conrs(*  of  his  joni’iieying,  took 
it  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute*,  and  tln*re  sought 
to  learn,  by  comparison  with  the  largee  and  varied 
colle*ction  of  geologie*al  spercimens,  just  what  it 
was. 

1 1()W(*ver,  nothing  like  it  could  be  found,  llis 
i long  search  and  close*  serntiny  of  the*  nume*rous 
! s])ecimens  caused  one  ed'  the  professors  to  in(|u'.r(* 

^ what  he*  was  searching  for. 

l'j)on  being  shown  thee  rock  by  .Mr.  (Jray,  the* 
prof(*s.sor  e*xamined  it  ;i  mome*nt.  and  the*n  went 
into  ecstasies  over  it.  He  said  it  was  p(*tritie*d 
hone*}',  a thing  which  had  ne*ver  before  beem  known. 
.\lmo.st  (‘vei’ything  el.se  was  known  to  exist  in  a 
; ])(*tritied  state*,  but  up  to  that  time*  p(*trili(*d  houe*y 
had  never  lieen  found. 

Whe*n  the  jeiece  was  broken  a beautiful  sight 
was  ))resented  of  pe*rfe(*tly  formed  ce*lls,  with 
hou(*y  p(*triti(*d  in  the'in  in  little  drops,  that 

sparkl(*d  ike*  diamonds. 



THE  COMING  METAL. 

It  is  predicted  that  aluminnm  is  the  eoming 
me*tal,  which  is  destined  to  supersede*  iron.  It  is 
the*  mo.st  abundant  metal  in  the*  e*arth's  crust,  and 
is  not  excell(*d  in  us(efulne*ss. 

It  is  |)resent  in  many  pre*cious  stones;  colored 
bine  in  sapphire,  gre*(*n  in  the*  (*m(*rald.  ye*IIow  in 
the*  topaz,  r(*d  in  the*  ruby,  brown  in  the*  (*mery. 
It  has  ne*ver  be*e*n  found  pure*,  but  is  known  to  e*x- 
ist  in  ov(*r  two  hundi’(*(l  dilf(*i’(*nl  mim*rals. 

'I'he  me*(al  is  white;  it  is  as  light  as  chalk: 
malleable  as  gold;  as  tenacious  as  iron;  and 
harder  than  steel.  It  melts  at  UlOO  de.!gree*s  Eahr., 
or  at  least  (iOO  d(*gr(*e*s  Ijelow  the;  me*lting-point  of 
ii’on,  .and  ii(*ithe*i’  oxidize's  in  the  air,  nor  larnishe*s 
in  contact  with  gase's. 
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NOTES. 

•V  lar^i*  slatiic  of  H(avuU'.'^  has  laaaMitlv  lu'iMi  iiii- 
oartlu'd  at  ( ’lit‘rclu‘ll  in  Al^»‘i'ia. 

Mr.  dolin  K.  Tiffany  of  St.  lainis,  .Mo.,  is  at 
work  on  a history  of  ['.  .S.  st.ainps,  which  will 
soon  appear. 

There  arc  now  (it),  standard  silver  dol- 

lars ontstandinc',  or  the  largest  ninnher  of  th.at 
coin  in  eirenlation  since  its  issue  Itejjan. 

During  tin' coming  Spring  l)i-.  .S(ddi(‘inann  in- 
tends to  inakt'  anotln'i-  attempt  to  excavate  in  the 
Island  of  (’ri'te.  lli*  is  now  en^a^ed  in  inakinc; 
discoveries  on  tin*  N’ile. 

'I'he  new  issue  of  ( Jnateniala .stamps — two  mill- 
ion in  nmnher — wt're  furnished,  aecordino-  to  the 
Timbre  Fo.<<te.  by  a ^Ir.  Parkei-,  tlie  eonsnl  of 
that  government,  at  New  York,  who  bore  all  the 
ex])t‘nses  of  enjjravin^  and  ])rintin*>:  and  placing; 
tln*m  in  possession  of  tlu'  postal  authorities,  for 
which  he  received  as  eompen.sation  the  .stock  rc'- 
mainin^  on  hand  of  the  i.ssne  of  bSSl.  The.se  the 
eonsnl  will  now  turn  into  (*ash  by  disposing'  of 
the.n  to  thedealers. 

'I'he  foreign  excavators  on  Turkish  soil  have 
fomnl  tlu'ir  great(!st  enemy  at  C'onstantino])le  in 
the  per.son  of  Hamdi  Bey,  a ])ainter  with  some 
knowledge  of  art,  and  the  1 tireetoi' of  tliemnsenm 
at  .Serai  Saint  Irene.  A (in>ek  named  Balta/.zi, 
who  has  been  a])pointed  Inspector  of  Hxeavations 
in  the  Province  of  Aidan,  probably  the  richest 
lit'Id  of  Asia  Minor,  is  also  known  to  be  a most 
vigorous  ol'.struetionist.  These  men  propo.se  to 
save  the  art  treasures  for  the  Turks  instead  of  let- 
ting aliens  dig  them  np  and  carry  them  away. 

At  thi'  date  of  the  pa.ssage  of  the  act  anthoiaz- 
ing  the  coinage  of  the  standard  dollar,  February 
2S,  1S7S,  the  London  price  of  tin;  silv('r  dollar 
was  liftv-five  pence,  e(pial  to  •'?1.2(t5  per  omun 
line,  at  which  pric(;  the  intrinsic  value  of  a .silver 
dollar  was  .'j»0.!i:5o.  At  no  time  since  has  the  price 
of  silver  reached  tifty-five  pence,  the  tendency 
having  laam  steadily  downward,  with  occasional 
temporary  advance.  On  July  ol,  IHSti,  the  pi-ice 
reached  forty-two  i)ence,  e(juivalent  to  .fU.92  j)er 
onnc(*  line,  which  \vas  the  lowest  2)rice  ever 
i-eached.  At  that  price;  the  bullion  value  of  the 
silver  dollar  was  .'§!). 7l2.  'The  ])ri(;e  has  since  ad- 
vanced oidy  thrw  or  four  pence  per  ounce. 

While  a ))atrolman  b(*longing  to  the  life-saving 
station  between  MeteYeconk  Biver  and  Point 
Ph'a.sant,  X.  .1.,  was  trave'rsing  his  beat  on  the 
fifteenth  of  this  month,  he  discovered  a .sAvord 
imbedded  in  the  sand.  He  tor>k  it  to  dohn  O.  \V. 


Ila\'ens,  the  District  Superintendent  of  the  sci'- 
\ic(‘,  who  I'c'siiles  at  Meteteconk,  and  who  pro- 
fesses to  know  something  about  relics,  as  well  as 
the  wreck  history  of  tin;  co:ist.  Mr.  Havens  said 
that  it  was  a British  sword  of  the  ])attcrn  used  by 
King  William's  men  in  bspj.  It  has  a long 
blade,  with  but  one  cnttiii';  ed<;e.  and  w as  <*\  i- 
dent ly  t he  weapon  of  some  olHcer  high  in  rank, 
as  it  is  lu'avily  chased  with  gold  and  h.andsomely 
engraved  with  Fngland's  coat  of  .inns.  It  was  a 
v.alnablc  find. 

Whaf  without  doubt  is  the  most  \aluable  col- 
lection of  autograph  h'tters  and  manusci-ipts  in 
Amei'ica,  has  recently  been  pre.si'iiti'd  to  the  Buf- 
falo Librarv,  bv  .Mr.  James  Fraser  (lluck.  It  is 

♦ V 

said  to  far  (‘xceed  in  \alne  the  autograph  col- 
h'cfions  (d‘  the  Boston  Public  Lilirary,  tin*  Astor 
J.,ibrarv  in  New  York,  oi-  even  the  splendid  col- 
lection of  (feorge  . Childs,  of  Philadelphi.-i . 
Mr.  (llnck's  collection  consists  of  Persian  scripts; 
manu.scrii)ts  of  Fivnch,  Ceianan  and  other  forc'ign 
writers;  Latin  mi.s.sals  of  tin*  fifteenth  century; 
several  hundred  complete  book  manuscripts,  ad- 
diesses.  essays,  etc.,  of  ('ininent  American  and 
English  authors;  and  many  historical  dm-uments. 
seals,  and  other  relics.  Among  the  autograph 
maniisci'ipts  and  letters  in  the  collection,  may  be 
found  tho.se  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Charles  Dickens, 
\\'illiam  E.  Clad.stone,  John  Howard  Payne,  Isaac 
Watts.  Horace  (Jreeley,  .lames  Fennimore  Cooper. 
Ah'xander  Hamilton,  Robert  Burns,  Thomas  Di'- 
(iuincy,  Isaac  D'lsraeli,  and  many  others  just  as 
celebrated.  Some  of  the  mo.st  valuable  manu- 
scripts are  Dickens’  “The  (ireat  International 
\\'alking  Match,’’  an  original  draft  made  in  Bos- 
ton, and  almo.st  entirely  changed  in  iinblication  ; 
part  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  essay  on  “ Chivalry," 
with  a letter  accompanying  it;  (Gladstone's  essay, 
“ Bussia  and  England  '' ; a chapter  from  Cooi)er’s 
“ Headsman  ” ; Paid  H.  Haynes'  “ Face  to  Face  " ; 
Horace  Creeley’s  introduction  to  “The  Study  of 
Political  Economy  ’';  Longfellow'’s  sonnet,  “iMil- 
ton  ’’ ; Theoriginal  of  Emerson's  “ Bepresentative 
Men,”  consisting  of  almost  eight  hundred  ])ages; 
and  Bobert  Burns’  poems,  “'The  Banks  of  Nitli,” 
and  “ Bobert  vShure  in  llairst."  'J’he  last  two 
(P>urns’  and  Emerson’s)  manusca-iiits  are  the  high- 
est priced  in  the  collection,  and  are  worth  thou- 
sands of  dollars.  'There  are  also  private  h'tters 
written  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  March  1:5,  IStio,  to 
(Jov.  Hahn  of  Louisiana,  on  the  subject  of  giving- 
former  .slaves  the  franchise;  by  (Jeorge  M'ashing- 
ton  in  regard  to  garrisons  on  the  Hudson;  and  T.y 
'Thomas  .fefferson,  from  iUonticello  to  Dr.  JeniK'r 
in  London,  tin*  discoverer  o1  vaccination. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 

A FKW  TKSTIMONIALS  KUOM  1‘KUSOXS  WHO 
THINK  TIIK  AMERICAN  Nl'MISMATIST 
SIIOUU)  RE  WELL  .sniM’ORTEl). 

'I'lu'  l'()ll()\vin«‘  is  from  -I.  (J.  l)in<>;li!im,  Es(|., 
the  \vt‘ll-kno\vn  do, Tier  and  numismatie  writi'r: 

* * * Every  eoin  eolleetor  who  lias  ])ride  in 

his  ealling’  or  amliition  to  kiiep  posted  on  tlie  im- 
portant eoin  issues  of  the  tlay,  should  suliserihe 
for  your  monthly,  so  ably  eondneted  and  beanti- 
fnlly  printed.  I will  aid  you  in  any  manner  that 
1 can  do  so.  With  best  wishes,  I am  c’onrs  truly, 
d.  (E  Binhiiam.  Mc<h-(mvilU\  N.  Y. 

Have  tills  last  week  received  a sample  copy  of 
your  A.meuican  Xi'MIs.matist,  and  must  ecTtainly 
sa3'*that  its  tine  appeai'anec  places  it  at  tlie  head 
of  all  tlie  eoin  papers  1 reci'ive. 

Frank  P.  Dyer,  Himihnm,  d/rt.s,s-. 

1 think  all  your  snbseribers  will  admit  that  the 
tirst  two  numbers  are  exei  llent,  and  1 hope  you 
will  eontiuue  iu  the  same  strain.  Do  not  think 
the  style  ” can  be  surpassed,  if  eipialled. 

David  IIari.owe.  Milivaiikce,  IFts. 

Its  eolumns  are  well  written,  and  are  tilled  with 
good  reading  matter  and  mu -h  information  ; while 
the  tcimgraphieal  ap])earanee  is  sphmdid.  Al- 
together it  is  one  of  the  b(‘st  appearing  papers 
1 hat  I have  ever  seen. 

F.  ('.  Sawyer,  limuclerc.  Fla-. 

'I’liE  American  Xi  mis.matist,  a journal  issiu'd 
monthlv  in  the  intiUH'st  of  coin  eidleetors.  is  edited 
bv  Mr.  Charles  E.  Leal,  of  this  city,  as  has  already 
beiTi  referred  to  in  The  /'ms'.s-.  It  is  a bright  and 
in  (‘ViTT  way  creditable  enterprise  in  that  sjieeial 
held.  Xumber  .”)  of  Volume  I contains  ariielesou 

English  Coins,"  “ Heniinise(*ne(“  of  a Xnmis- 
matist,"  “ d'he  Mints  of  the  World,"  “ 'I'ln*  Cold 
Coins  of  Ctah,"  “Autographs,"  “ Chinese  Mon- 
ey," “ Auction  Sales,"  besides  (‘omnmnieations, 
editorial  paragrajihs,  (‘tc.,  all  showing  earefnl 
editing  and  busc'  research  on  the  part  of  the  _vomig 
jiroprietor.  I’ersons  interested  in  eoin  eolh'cting 

will  find  this  monthlv  both  entertainiim-  and  val- 
• ^ 

liable. — F(i/rr.'<oii.  Pa.i'li/  /'/r.s-s,  ,Ian.  1!),  1-SS7. 

77/e  nhore  tc.^Uwoniah  nrr  hn!  fair  .'atmple.'t  of  the 
hn'i/i/ral.'f  'irlrirh  ire.  have  vereireil;  and  all  of  ivhieh 
irere  /jo.'tifireJ.)/  v n.‘iolieil.ed . If  non  de.'^ire  to  .'t/dFfi/ 
llonr.'<elf  Had  Ihe.'ie  are.  ;/ennine  irrife  to  the  parlie.'<, 

ahraijs  7//e/o.s7////  .damped  e>/ ref  ope  for  repli/. 

— — 

'The  IHtitt  issue  of  stam))s  of  the  C.  S.  an*  gen- 
erall\'  conceded  to  be  the  fiiK'st  engravi'd  sl.Tinps 
extant,  especiallv  the  I.'),  iM  and  !M)  cents. 


*^6^Gbange  4 Department.  *5^ 

XoTicE : Exchanges  will  be  inserteil  in  this 

department  free*  of  charge  for  subscribers  onlv. 
W'e  reserve  tlu*  right  to  reject  any  exchange. 

Srec'iae  Xotice  : Parties  answering  exchanges 

and  atlvi'rtisements  which  have  been  seen  in  this 
maofazine  will  confer  a favor  on  all  concerned  bv 
mentioning  the  A.  X. 

Curiosities  for  all  kinds  of  L’.  S.  stamjis,  whole 
postals  and  envelojies,  used  or  unused.  A late 
stamp  album  wanted;  also  C.  ,S.  coins,  ('urios 
for  the  same.  F.  ('.  Sawver,  BiTinclerc,  Fla. 

Fifty  lim*.  curiosities,  back  numbers  of  Harper'.^ 
Yoiuuj  People,  many  stamp  papers,  set  of  ivoiy 
chessmen,  and  a large  lot  of  line  and  rare  miner- 
als for  all  kinds  of  coins.  Cents  of  ’!):?,  '*J4.  ’!)b, 
’!»(),  ’1)7,  ’1)1),  1H04,  ‘(Hi,  'll.  and  ’Ll  wanted : also 
many  half-cents.  Duplicate  cimts  for  cents  and 
half-eents.  Please  send  lists.  W.  II.  Tavlor, 
Xorth  Wales,  Mont’g  Co.,  Pa. 

Five  hundred  well  mixed  sijuare-cut  jiostmarks 
for  everv  five  (5)  F.  S.  half-cents  in  good  condi- 
tion ; also  ,S()()  jiostmarks  for  a 20-eent  piece  in 
good  condition.  C.  E.  Leal,  Paterson,  X.  .1. 

Parties  having  the  iiras.s-eneased  ])ostag(‘ stamps 
used  in  lNt»2 ; or  .vw/re  match,  nu'dicine,  or  other 
r.  S.  revenues,  can  by  sending  them  to  me,  with 
stamp  for  return  postage,  receive  anciimt  or  mod- 
ern (‘oins,  po.stage  or  I'cvenue  stamps  to  tlunr  full 
value  in  exchange.  D.  Proskev,  44H  River  St., 
Paterson,  X.  d. 

A STRANGE  COLLECTION. 

Paris  has  become  lately  the  ])ossessor  <d'  a ri‘- 
markable  collection  of  doiTiments,  which  will 
have  great  interest  in  viTirs  to  come  for  historical 
investigators.  This  was  the  serii‘s  of  di'ath  war- 
rants, extending  from  Api’il  7th,  ISOS,  to  Decem- 
bi'rSth,  1S:52,  belonging  to  Sanson,  the  notorious 
h(*adsman  of  the  revolution.  'I'lu*  eidlection  was 
bfumd  u])  in  nim*teen  volnmes,  and  Sanson  has 
prelixed  to  (*aeh  volume  a summary  of  the  con- 
tents. It  appeal’s  that  during  twentv-Iivi*  vears  he 
ex(*ented  7,141  capital  sentence's,  being  an  a veragt* 
or  217  ex(*cutions  in  each  year — rather  abu.s^  life. 
Dui'ing  the  twenty-live  vears  he  only  twice  as- 
c(*nded  the  .scaffold  without  a fatal  result — once  in 
IS  17),  when  (Jeneral  (^ount  Lavaletti*  was  to  have 
been  (‘xeeuti'd  for  complieitv  in  the  return  of  Xa- 
poleon,  but  escaped  tin*  night  lu'fore  his  inleiuh'd 
execution  through  tin*  heroism  of  his  wifi*.  'I'lu* 
second  time  was  iu  1S17,  when  Philippe  dean  An- 
toini*,  a noted  eoiiu*r,  was  respited  at  the  l;ist 
moment  b\  Louis  X\'1 1 1 . 
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Dealers’  e Qi recto 

Wo  will  insert  your  iitune,  luUiress,  eto.,  in  this  directory 
for  one  year  at  the  following  rates;  t)ne  line,  SI. 00;  2 lines, 
$1.7:>:  0 lines,  1 lines,  S2.60;  o lines,  S2.S,5;  6 lines, 

$;i,00.  With  two  or  more  lines  we  will  ttive  a year’s  subscrip- 
tion. Not  more  than  si.\  lines  taken. 

COIN  DEALERS. 

E.  Ijpal,  149  Ellison  St.,  I’atoi'.son,  N.  J.  C'ol- 
leclions  bought,  sohl  or  e.xoluiuged. 

f J . (i.  IMiighaiu,  .McGrawville,  X.  Y.  Coin  prioe- 
list  on  application. 

(u*o.  C.  Smith,  Box  44o,  Charleston,  S.  C.  Con- 
I'ederate  bills  sohl  at  wholesale,  and  exehangtal 
I'or  coins. 


STAMP  DEALERS. 


COIN  MAGAZINES. 

American  Numismatist.  An  illustrated  monthly 
magazine,  itnblished  in  the  interest  of  coin  and 
l)ill  collectors.  oU  cents  per  year,  6 cents  j)cr 
copy.  Addre.ss,  C.  E.  la*al,  149  Ellison  street, 
Paterson,  N.  d. 


STiffl]P2!  STftlQPS!  miI]PS! 

Fine  Approval  Sheets  of  French,  Holland,  Ger- 
tnan.  Belgian,  Old  U.  S.  and  Mi.scellaneous,  sent 
upon  receipt  of  a 2-cent  stamp  and  reference,  with 
jtromise  to  return  in  7 days.  Catalogue  of  Curios., 
2 (;ts.  F.  C.  SAWYER,  Beauclerc,  Fla. 

Dealer  in  Stamps  and  Florida  Curiosities. 


Wanted,  letters  or  writings  in  his  own  hand,  by 
a collector,  for  cash.  ALso  other  famous  names 
and  historic  relics.  Address, 

C.  F.  GCNTIIER,  7H  Madison  St.,  Chicago. 


CONKEDER  AT  E B I L L S, 

las-i  ISSXTE- 

Small  /U7?,  8100.0!)  of  1864,  at  7.1  cts.  each.  (E.xtremely  rare.) 
S.IOO.OO  bill  at  80  cents  each.  SIO.OO  bill  at  3 cents  each. 

KHJ.OO  bill  at  6 cents  each.  5.00  bill  at  3 cents  each. 

50.00  bill  at  5 cents  each.  2.00  bill  at  8 cents  each. 

20.00  bill  at  4 cents  each.  1.00  bill  at  8 cents  each. 

50  cents  at  6 cents  each. 

Set  of  8 varieties,  .50  cents;  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  50  and  100  dollar 
bills,  at  35  cts.  Oiscount  of  25  per  cent,  on  orders  of  ,50  bills 
and  over.  GEO.  C.  S.MITH,  Bo.x  445,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


EO  R E 1 Cl  N ST  A iVI  1 ^S . 

NEW  AND  IMPROVED  PACKETS. 

J2  Unused  Uarieties — Siam,  llosida,  Brazil,  1885,  Porto  Rico, 
Roman  States,  Cypru.s,  2).^  </.,  .Scrvia,  Mauritius,  &c.  Post 
free,  Id. 

20  Unused  I'arieties — Provisional  West  .Vustralia,  (iil<raltar, 
Portuguese  Indies,  Blioi»ai,  .Japan  Envelope,  and  otiiers 
c«iualiy  rare.  Post  free,  l.s.  Id. 

.50  Used  V'arieties — Egy|)t,  Roumclia,  Chili,  Levant,  Greece, 
Java,  etc.  Post  free,  7d. 

.50  Used  I'arieties — Deccan,  Bulgaria,  Porttiguese  Judies, 
Sandwieli  Isles,  Finland,  Argentine,  etc.  Post  free.  Is.  Id. 

AiKW  ST.\.>II*  l*l'l»l.U'ATIO-\'!S.— Tlie  Imperial  Stamp 
.\ll)um,  5tli  Edition,  736  pages,  2,000  Illustrations,  13s.  6d.  tlie 
Two  Volumes. 

Tlie  Improved  Stamp  Album,  184  pages,  6U  x 10  indies, 
superior  jiaper,  and  liandsomely  bound,  3s.  6(t 

New  Price  Catalogue,  200  pages,  including  over  2,400  Illus- 
trations, 2s.  Od.  All  post  free. 

Full  jiarticulars  of  all  tlie  above,  and  hundreds  of  otlier 
Sets  aiul  Ihickets,  are  given  in  tlie  Illustrated  Furei)$ii 
Mtamp  aiul  Crest  I’rospcctus,  crown  4to,  12  pages,  con- 
taining a variety  of  information  valuable  to  Collectors.  Sent 
to  any  addre.ss,  post  free  on  application. 

STAALKY,  GlBltOAS  &■  CO., 

N tiower  Jttrect,  Loiiclou,  W.  C. 


Confederate  Money. 


$500,  1864,  rare,  each,  $0.40 

100,  1864,  very  rare,  (small  note),  1.00 

100,  1864,  (large  note),  .10 

.50,  1864,  each,  .07 

20,  1864,  each,  .06 

10,  1864,  each,  .05 

5,  1864,  each,  .05 

2,  1864,  very  rare,  each,  .10 

1,  1864,  each,  .10 

,50c.,  1864,  rare,  eaeh,  .15 

100,  1862,  interest,  note,  rare,  each,  .08 

100,  Bond,  with  52  cou])ons,  rare,  1.00 


And  13  t)ther  varieties.  Notes  and  Approval 
Sheets  of  fine  LI.  S.  and  Foreign  Stiimps  sent  on 
approval.  References  or  deposit  of  $1.00  re- 
quired. Curiosities  for  sale.  Lists  and  informa- 
tion for  2c.  .stamp. 

F.  C.  SAWYER,  Beauclerc,  Fla. 

EVERY  COLLECTOR 

Desiring  to  correspond  with  other  collectors, 
should  send  15  cents  for  a copy  of 

The  Standard  Collectors’  Directory, 

Containing  the  addresses  of  collectors  of  all  kinds 
and  numerous  hints,  etc.,  of  great  value  to  everv- 
bod}’.  Address, 

David  J.  Hickey,  426  W.  46th  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 


SAMPLE  COPY  OF 

Th0 

Devoted  to  Stamps,  Coins,  Indian  Relics,  Birds’ 
Eggs,  Autograiihs,  Bo.stmarks,  Tags,  etc.  25  cents 
]ier  year.  JOHN  M.  HI  BBARD,  Pub.,  Lake 
Village,  N.  II. 

This  magazine  is  from  the  press  of  F.  II. 

PiNKHAM,  Newmarket,  N.  H.  Send  for  prices 
on  any  kind  of  printing,  at  low  prices.  Enclose 
stamp,  and  .state  iu.st  what  you  want. 


